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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1008

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Transportation Policy & Budget (originally
sponsored by Representatives Robertson, Fisher, Chandler, Hatfield
Johnson, Zellinsky and L. Thonas)

Read first tine 02/03/97.

AN ACT Relating to license plates; anending RCW 46.16. 270,
46. 16. 290, 46.16.301, 46.16.305, 46.16.309, 46.16.313, 46.16. 316,
46. 16. 350, and 46. 16. 650; addi ng new sections to chapter 46.16 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the proliferation
of special license plate series has decreased the ready identification
of vehicles by |law enforcenment, and increased the anount of conputer
programm ng conducted by the departnent of licensing, thereby
i ncreasing costs. Furthernore, rarely has the actual demand for
special license plates net the requesters’ projections. Most
inportantly, special plates detract fromthe primary purpose of |icense
pl ates, that of vehicle identification.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Except for those license plates issued under RCW 46.16.305(1)
before January 1, 1987, under RCW 46.16.305(3), and to commerci al
vehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds,
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effective with vehicle registrations due or to becone due on January 1,
2001, all wvehicle license plates nust be issued on a standard
background, as designated by the departnent. Additionally, to ensure
maxi mumlegibility and reflectivity, the departnment shall periodically
provide for the replacenent of I|icense plates. Frequency of
repl acenent shall be established in accordance with enpirical studies
docunenting the longevity of the reflective materials used to make
license pl ates.

Sec. 3. RCW46.16.270 and 1990 ¢ 250 s 32 are each amended to read
as foll ows:

( ( Replacerent—plates—tssued—atter—Janvary—1+—319874+—wH—be
eentennial—plates—as—deseribed—n—RCOW46-16-650-)) The total

replacenent plate fee ((+netudi-ng—the—one—dotHar—per—ptate—centenntat
plate—fee)) shall be deposited in the notor vehicle fund.

Upon the | oss, defacenent, or destruction of one or both of the
vehicle |license nunber plates issued for any vehicle where nore than
one plate was originally issued or where one or both have becone so
illegible or in such a condition as to be difficult to distinguish, or
upon the owner’s option, the owner of the vehicle shall mke
application for newvehicle |license nunber plates upon a formfurni shed
by the director. The application shall be filed with the director or
the director’s authorized agent, acconpanied by the certificate of
license registration of the vehicle and a fee in the anount of three
dol | ars per plate, whereupon the director, or the director’s authori zed

agent, shall issue new vehicle |icense nunber plates to the applicant.
It shall be acconpanied by a fee of two dollars for a new notorcycle
| icense nunber plate. In the event the director has issued license

period tabs or a wi ndshield enbleminstead of vehicle |icense nunber
pl ates, and upon the |oss, defacenent, or destruction of the tabs or
w ndshi el d enbl em application shall be made on a form provided by the
director and in the same manner as above described, and shall be
acconpanied by a fee of one dollar for each pair of tabs or for each
w ndshi el d enbl em whereupon the director shall issue to the applicant
a duplicate pair of tabs, year tabs, and when necessary nonth tabs or
a Wi ndshield enblemto replace those | ost, defaced, or destroyed. For
vehi cl es owned, rented, or |eased by the state of Washi ngton or by any
county, city, town, school district, or other political subdivision of
the state of Washington or United States governnent, or owned or | eased
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by the governing body of an Indian tribe as defined in RCW46. 16. 020,
a fee shall be charged for replacenent of a vehicle |icense nunber
plate only to the extent required by the provisions of RCW46.16. 020,
46. 16. 061, 46.16.237, and 46.01.140. For vehicles owned, rented, or
| eased by foreign countries or international bodies to which the United
States governnent is a signatory by treaty, the paynent of any fee for
the replacement of a vehicle license nunber plate shall not be
required.

Sec. 4. RCWA46.16.290 and 1986 ¢ 18 s 18 are each anended to read
as follows:

In any case of a valid sale or transfer of the ownership of any
vehicle, theright tothe certificates properly transferable therewth,
except as provided in RCW46. 16. 280, and to the vehicle license plates

passes to the purchaser or transferee. It is unlawful for the hol der
of such certificates, except as provided in RCW46.16. 280, or vehicle
license plates to fail, neglect, or refuse to endorse the certificates

and deliver the vehicle license plates to the purchaser or transferee.
If the sale or transfer is of a vehicle licensed by the state or any
county, city, town, school district, or other political subdivision
entitled to exenption as provided by law, or, if the vehicle is
licensed with personalized pl ates, amateur radi o operator pl ates, nedal
of honor plates, disabled person plates, disabled veteran plates,
((er)) prisoner of war plates, or other special license plates issued
under RCW46. 16.301 as it existed before anendnent by section 5 of this

act, the vehicle license plates therefor shall be retained and may be
di spl ayed upon a vehicl e obtai ned in replacenent of the vehicle so sold
or transferred.

Sec. 5. RCW 46. 16. 301 and 1995 3rd sp.s. ¢ 1 s 102 are each
anended to read as foll ows:

p. 3 SHB 1008. SL
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£2))) The departnment shall create, design, and issue a special
basebal| stadiumlicense plate that may be used in lieu of regular or
personalized |icense plates for notor vehicles required to display two
motor vehicle license plates, excluding vehicles registered under
chapter 46.87 RCW wupon terns and conditions established by the
departnent. The special plates shall commenorate the construction of
a basebal | stadium as defined in RCW82.14.0485. The departnent shall
al so issue to each recipient of a special baseball stadium |license
plate a certificate of participation in the construction of the
basebal | stadi um

((£3)—T I I I I ¥ . I : hotl

_ design. . . : DT

Sec. 6. RCW46.16. 305 and 1990 ¢ 250 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
The departnent shall continue to issue((;—unrder—ROW46-16-—301—-and

. 6. 16. -))
the categories of special plates issued by the departnment under the
sections repeal ed under section ((43)) 12 (1) through (7), chapter 250,

SHB 1008. SL p. 4
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Laws of 1990. Special license plates issued under those repealed
sections before January 1, 1991, are valid to the extent and under the
conditions provided in those repealed sections. The follow ng
conditions, limtations, or requirenents apply to certain special
license plates issued after January 1, 1991:

(1) A horseless carriage plate and a plate or plates issued for
collectors’ vehicles nore than thirty years old, upon paynent of the
initial fees required by |l aw and the additional special |license plate
fee established by the departnment, are valid for the life of the
vehicle for which application is approved by the departnent. Wen a
single plate is issued, it shall be displayed on the rear of the
vehi cl e.

(2) The departnent may issue special l|icense plates denoting
amat eur radi o operator status only to persons having a valid official
radi o operator |icense issued ((fer—a—termeof—Fi+ve—years)) by the
federal conmuni cations conm ssion.

(3) The departnent shall issue one set of special license plates to
each resident of this state who has been awarded the Congressiona
Medal of Honor for use on a passenger vehicle registered to that
person. The departnment shall issue the plate without the paynment of
((any)) licensing fees and notor vehicle excise tax.

(4) The departnent may issue for use on only one notor vehicle
owned by the qualified applicant special |icense plates denoting that
the recipient of the plate is a survivor of the attack on Pearl Harbor
on Decenber 7, 1941, to persons neeting all of the following criteria:

(a) I's aresident of this state;

(b) Was a nenber of the United States Arned Forces on Decenber 7,
1941;

(c) Was on station on Decenber 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55
a.m to 9:45 a.m Hawaii tinme at Pearl Harbor, the island of OGahu, or
of fshore at a distance not to exceed three mles;

(d) Received an honorable discharge fromthe United States Arned
Forces; and

(e) I's certified by a Washi ngton state chapter of the Pearl Harbor
survivors association as satisfying the qualifications in (c) of this
subsecti on.

The departnent may i ssue such plates to the surviving spouse of any
deceased Pearl Harbor survivor who nmet the requirenments of this
subsection. |If the surviving spouse renarries, he or she shall return
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the special plates to the departnent within fifteen days and apply for
regul ar plates. The surviving spouse nust be a resident of this state.

The departnent shall 1issue these plates upon paynment by the
applicant of all other license fees, but the departnent nay not set or
charge an additional fee for these special |icense plates ((unrder—REW
46-16-—313)) .

(5) The departnment shall replace, free of charge, special |icense
pl at es i ssued under subsections (3) and (4) of this sectionif they are
| ost, stol en, damaged, defaced, or destroyed. Such plates shall remain
with the persons upon transfer or other disposition of the vehicle for
which they were initially issued, and may be used on another vehicle
registered to the recipient in accordance with the provisions of RCW
46. 16. 316(1).

Sec. 7. RCW46.16.309 and 1990 c 250 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

Persons applying to the departnent for special |icense plates shal
apply on forns obtained fromthe departnent and in accordance with RCW
46. 16. 040. The applicant shall provide all information as is required

by the departnment in order to determne the applicant’s eligibility for
((sueh)) the special license plates ((and—+for—admnrstration—of—RCEW

4616301 through46-16-332)) .

Sec. 8. RCW 46.16.313 and 1996 c¢ 165 s 506 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The department may establish a fee for each type of specia
license plates issued under RCW 46.16.301(1) (a), (b), or (c), as

existing before anendnent by section 5 of this act, in an anount
calculated to offset the cost of production of the special I|icense
plates and the adm nistration of this program Until Decenber 31

1997, the fee shall not exceed thirty-five dollars ((and)) but
effective wwth vehicle registrations due or to becone due on January 1,
1998, the departnent may adjust the fee to no nore than forty dollars.
This fee is in addition to all other fees required to register and
Iicense the vehicle for which the plates have been requested. All such
addi tional special license plate fees coll ected by the departnent shal
be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the notor vehicle
fund.

SHB 1008. SL p. 6
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(2) Until Decenber 31, 1997, in addition to all fees and taxes
required to be paid upon application, registration, and renewal
registration of a notor vehicle, the holder of a collegiate |icense
pl ate shall pay a fee of thirty dollars. The departnment shall deduct
an amobunt not to exceed two dollars of each fee collected under this
subsection for adm nistration and coll ection expenses incurred by it.
The remai ning proceeds, mnus the cost of plate production, shall be
remtted to the custody of the state treasurer wth a proper
identifying detailed report. The state treasurer shall credit the
funds to the appropriate collegiate |icense plate fund as provided in
RCW 28B. 10. 890.

(3) ((Exeept—as—set—Forthunder—subsection{4)r—ofthtsseett+on))

Ef fective with vehicle reqgistrations due or to becone due on January 1,

1998, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid upon

application and registration of a motor vehicle, the holder of a

collegiate |license plate shall pay an initial fee of forty dollars.

The department shall deduct an anpbunt not to exceed twelve dollars of

each fee collected under this subsection for adninistration and

coll ection expenses incurred by it. The renmining proceeds shall be

remtted to the custody of the state treasurer with a proper

identifying detailed report. The state treasurer shall credit the

funds to the appropriate collegiate license plate fund as provided in

RCW 28B. 10. 890.

(4) Effective with annual renewal s due or to becone due on January
1, 1999, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid upon

renewal of a motor vehicle reqgistration, the holder of a colleqgiate

license plate shall pay a fee of thirty dollars. The departnent shal

deduct an anmpbunt not to exceed two dollars of each fee coll ected under

this subsection for adm nistrati on and coll ecti on expenses i ncurred by

it. The remai ni ng proceeds shall be remtted to the custody of the

state treasurer with a proper identifying detailed report. The state

treasurer shall credit the funds to the appropriate collegiate |license

plate fund as provided in RCW28B. 10. 890.

(5 In addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid upon
application((s)) and registration((;—and—+enewal—regtstrat+on)) of a

nmotor vehicle, the hol der of a special baseball stadiumlicense plate
shall pay ((a)) an_initial fee of ((t+hirty)) forty dollars. The
departnment shall deduct an anount not to exceed ((+ws)) twelve dollars
of each fee collected under this subsection for admnistration and

p. 7 SHB 1008. SL
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col | ection expenses incurred by it. The remaining proceeds, mnus the
cost of plate production, shall be distributed to a county for the
pur pose of paying the principal and interest paynents on bonds issued
by the county to construct a baseball stadium as defined in RCW
82. 14. 0485, incl udi ng reasonabl y necessary preconstruction costs, while
the taxes are being collected under RCW 82.14.360. After this date,

the state treasurer shall credit the funds to the state general fund.

((4)—YnatiH—June36,—21997)) (6) Effective with annual renewal s due

or to becone due on January 1, 1999, in addition to all fees and taxes
required to be paid upon ((appH-eatton—registration,—and)) renewal
((registrat+on)) of a notor vehicle registration, the holder of a
speci al baseball stadium |icense plate shall pay a fee of ((ferty))
thirty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anpbunt not to exceed
((twelve)) two dollars of each fee coll ected under this subsection for
((H-ecense—plate)) admnistration and col |l ecti on expenses incurred by
it. The remaining proceeds shall be distributed to a county for the
pur pose of paying the principal and interest paynents on bonds issued
by the county to construct a baseball stadium as defined in RCW
82. 14. 0485, incl udi ng reasonabl y necessary preconstruction costs, while
the taxes are being collected under RCW 82.14.360. After this date,
the state treasurer shall credit the funds to the state general fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

After a period of three years from the initial issuance of a
special license plate series, the departnent has the sole discretion,
based upon the nunber of sales to date, to determ ne whether or not to
continue issuing the special series.

Sec. 10. RCW46. 16. 316 and 1990 ¢ 250 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as provided in RCW46. 16. 305:

(1) When a person who has been issued a special license plate or
pl ates under RCW46. 16. 301 as it existed before anendnent by section 5
of this act, sells, trades, or otherwse transfers or releases
owner ship of the vehicle upon which the special |icense plate or pl ates
have been di spl ayed, he or she shall imediately report the transfer of
such plate or plates to an acquired vehicle or vehicle eligible for
such pl ates pursuant to departnental rule, or he or she shall surrender

SHB 1008. SL p. 8
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such plates to the departnent imediately if such surrender is required

by departnental rule. |[If a person applies for a transfer of the plate
or plates to another eligible vehicle, a transfer fee of five dollars
shall be charged in addition to all other applicable fees. Such

transfer fees shall be deposited in the notor vehicle fund. Failure to
surrender the plates when required is a traffic infraction.

(2) If the special |icense plate or plates i ssued by the departnent
beconme |ost, defaced, damaged, or destroyed, application for a
repl acenent special |icense plate or plates shall be nade and fees paid

as provided by law for the replacenent of regular |icense plates.

Sec. 11. RCW 46. 16. 350 and 1990 c¢ 250 s 11 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Any radi o amat eur operator who holds a special call letter |license
pl ate as issued under RCW ( (4616301 through—46-16-—316)) 46.16. 305,
and who has allowed his or her federal conmunications conmm ssion
license to expire, or has had it revoked, nust notify the director in
witingwthinthirty days and surrender his or her call letter |icense
plate. Failure to do sois a traffic infraction.

Sec. 12. RCWA46. 16. 650 and 1987 ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

27--60-080-)) In addition to the basic fees for new vehicle

p. 9 SHB 1008. SL
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regi strations provided in RCW 46.16.060, 46.16.065, 46.16.505, and
46. 16. 630 and the license fees for new vehicle registrations provided
in RCW 46.16.070 and 46.16.085, persons purchasing ((eentenntal))
license plates shall pay an additional fee of one dollar per plate, to

fee—shall—be)) deposited in the notor vehicle fund.

Passed the House April 19, 1997.

Passed the Senate April 17, 1997.

Approved by the Governor May 9, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 9, 1997.
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